Belltown Housing and L.and Use Subcommiitee
Belltown Community Council

oo Jobm Pehreos, Chair
2000 First Ave F2301
Seatihe, WA H12]
May 31, 2004
Allison Ray

WEDCT Environmental Coovdinator

Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement Project
S99 Thind Ave., Suile 2424

Scattle, WA 95104

Drsar Allizon Fay:

We are very concerned that the Dvafl Environmental linpact Statement (DELS) largely ignores the impact of
the Viaduct replacement altiematives on the Belliown nerghborbocd. We have 6 arenss of conean that mnst
be: suddressed before the Final Environmenta) Impact Stlement is released, These concems ane ol rvsed
below,

: o 2 Peiaked e oy WY CSferm smd Ellicdt A vemes

By the design of the City of Seattle, both of these avenues are now in a remdential pedphborhood,
with huge increases B residential units in the past 10 years. Any tmffic increases on these two
ivenues caused by e viaduet seplucement (such as closure of olher exits and enfrances) would
have i negative impact on that residential claracer and must be avoided. We were unable to find
in the: thoosands of pages of documentation how these Replacement Alernates would affect the
trafTie: on these two avenves, but we expect it would ineresse. Belllown has secepled and
embraced population density and diversity, I is time for the City Lo recosmize thi and Ty their
aciions support that residential character,

b)  The existing trdfic paems on these two svenses are nol pedestrian friendly. Only half of the
interseetions on these two avenues have tralfic lights 10 help pedestrians cross. There is a lack of
“pedestrian bubbles” a intersections wherg they coald be bwsted. At minimum, traffic lights
e o be added and timed appeopriately Tor a residential aren (e.g. <25 mph}.

¢} The pedestrian environment on these two svenoes will become more important when the Clympic
Seulplure Park (0SF) is completed at Broad Strect. Then there will be sast-west pedestrian imilic
tar the QS on Broad, and the primany pedestrian moutes from the Pike Place Market 1o the OSP
will be Western and Elliott A venues. Any added traffic withou pedestrian amenitics would be
detrimental 1 this vastlor-walKing corridor,

d) There are 3 number of dangenous peddestrian crossangs in Belliown. Three of the worst age il
Western A venue and el Strect, at Ellioit Avense and Baftery Street, and at Ellistt Avenoe and
the entrance 1o the existing viaduedt, Al of these should be fived now, but the permanent
rescdution of Lhese problems must be a Pty of any viaduet replacement and st b
specilically suldressed in the Final BIS,

a}  There are many visual simulations in the DLEIS, but none easd- or wesl kusking in Belllown, That
15 unaceeplable. W noed ko sec the impact of the visduct replucement at [enon, Blanchard and
Bell Stroets.

by A bured SR99 in the central waterTromd has ey v antages to U central downtown amd
watcifinl A boned SR% in the Belliown anes would hive similiar benefits 10 Belltown and the
noath waterfront, bul was m considered in any of the Alternatives. Such a buried or semi-buricd
altermative must e considered between the werpass over the railrcsd and the entneses 10 the
Battery Street Tunned in the (inal EIS,

e} A lidded or semi-lidded SR99 could be an altermative to burial in this same ares,
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d) I it must be sm acrial sirscture in this ased, Landscipe Architects should be hired 1o consider more
allractive wse of the space under the viaducL This space is currently dark, un-inviting, and a health
amd safety concern.

3. Viaduct Notwe

a)  Mitigation measures most be studied 1o reduce the traffic noize of Uhe viadset replacement in
Belltown, We did not see these considerations in the DIELS,

b} A buried or semi-buricd SEO99 in Bellown, as discussed in 2. above, would certainly sodve this
prodilem.

b I SRS s ned buried in Belltown, i least lids or vertisd barriers should be added 1o redises the
noAsE,

db  Inadditon, special surface treatment of the moadway must be used w significantly reduce the noise

a} It s important o maintain o improve Belllown acoess to the WaterTront atl Lenom. As we could
finet no elevations of visual simulaticns in this arca we could pol sec the Impces,

Bl [Lis important 1o improve Belltown aceess 1o the Wisterfront a0 Bell. Again, as we could find no
elevations or visual simulations in this e we could nid see beow access is being improved,

¢} I is important o improve the safely of the acoess o the waterlront from Bell Strect, specilically at

L Lrallic on ot he CIRLEE s 2 w b

2l Avoid allematives that put more through tralfic on Belltown Avenses and Strects. Thisis a
articular eoncemn with the swface sreet alliernate, Per the City of Seqntle’s design, Belltown isa
highly dense residentitl neighborhood and not 3 traffic comduil For nohfsouth trafTic.

ik

@) The project is proposing a 24-hour, T-day per week construction schedule and variances [rom the
City"s noise: control ondinances, This ity be acteplable in business or commercial aress, but is
nal swceptable in residential ares like Bellown, Any noisy activity, beyond the City's noise
coide, is only allowed Mrom T2300m o 5 Mpm For non-haol iday weekdays for typical projects in our
area. That must be considered as a constraint for any noesy of disruplive construction aclivities in
the residenteal ancas of Belltown,

Uiz informative, that all six concerns exprossed are consistent with the Belliown Meighborswd Flan,
ichopted by the City of Seattle in 1999,

We'would appreciate the oppartunity for the neighborhood 1 mect with or Leam to discuss these issues
further in the coming months, Please contact M Gl your esarliest comvienicnee,

vhn Pehmon, Cloar
BHLLS

(2000 A4 ) L] 3
pehrsoy @ halcvon,com
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ool Poter Steinbroeck, Cily of Seattle, Council member
Tom Rasmussen, City of Scattle, Coumneil member
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